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Southeast Durham Focus Area
Draft Place Type Guide
INTRODUCTION
In the Community Goals and Objectives, the Durham community articulated a strong vision for how
residents want to see our community grow and develop into the future. In land use planning, we develop
a community-wide land use plan, called a Place Type Map and Place Type Guide, that applies the
community’s vision geographically. Place Types are detailed descriptions on a map that show how land
should be used in the future. Place Types include two main parts: a list with detailed descriptions of the
places that we want to see, called a Place Type Guide; and a Map showing where these places should be
across all of Durham County, called a Place Type Map.
Land use planning has been happening in the area we now call Durham even before its incorporation as a
City and County, and before the first of several Comprehensive Land Use Plans for Durham created almost
100 years ago. The decisions our community has made over time about who to plan for, what places we
want in our community, like neighborhoods, commercial areas, industrial areas, parks, schools, and more,
can be seen in how our community is physically organized today. Land use planning decisions can also be
seen by looking at who in our community has convenient, affordable, and equitable access to resources
residents need to thrive. Access to housing, jobs, schools, and nature has not been shared fairly in
Durham.
In the past, government and private decisions about where to locate land uses, both desirable and lessdesirable, have not been equitable. This is not an accident, and is one of the primary ways that racial
discrimination is seen in our physical environment. For example, less desirable industrial land uses like
incinerators, landfills, factories, and salvage yards have been placed within or near traditionally Black
neighborhoods and away from traditionally white neighborhoods. At the same time, desirable land uses
that are necessary for people to access daily resources, like small commercial areas and parks, are lacking
or missing in many traditionally Black neighborhoods. Equitable access to the benefits of growth,
development, and land use decisions are foundational to Durham’s Guiding Values and forms the basis of
the Place Types in this document.
What does a Place Type Guide do?
The Place Type Guide replaces the Future Land Use Map categories from the 2005 Comprehensive Plan.
Since 2005, the Future Land Use Map and its categories have been used to guide growth, plan for where
new services will be needed, and make decisions about whether to approve certain kinds of new
development. However, the categories in the Future Land Use Map are very general and do not provide
enough detail about what exactly places should look like besides what uses should be allowed and at what
density. For the Place Type Guide, there is more detailed information about what new development
should look like, how it should function to serve residents and workers, and how it should be served by
City and County services.
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How to Use the Place Type Guide
Each Place Type in the Place Type Guide starts with a title of the Place Type, a paragraph describing the
place, and key characteristics about land use, mobility, green space, and what services will be needed to
support that place.
A key companion for the Place Types are the Policies for the Comprehensive Plan. These Policies are the
words that accompany the Place Type Guide and Map, and will lay out instructions for how the Planning
Department and the rest of Durham local government will work to make the vision from the Goals and
Objectives a reality. In some cases, certain Policies will be tied directly to a Place Type. In other cases,
Policies will apply to all of Durham, regardless of the Place Type. In either case, the Policies will work
towards implementation of the Community Goals and Objectives.
As new developments are proposed in Zoning Change Applications and Annexation Applications, Planning
staff, City Council, County Commissioners, Planning Commission, and residents use the Place Type Map,
Place Type Guide, and Policies to evaluate how the development proposal meets the community’s vision.
Relationship between the Place Type Guide and the Unified Development Ordinance
It is important to note that the Place Type Guide and Map are not legally binding and do not directly
change a property owner's rights under the existing zoning. The Unified Development Ordinance includes
the zoning ordinance and is a legally binding document that sets the rules for development in different
zoning districts. The existing zoning districts are intended to ultimately match the 2005 Comprehensive
Plan and its Future Land Use Map, and will need to be updated to match the new Comprehensive Plan
and Place Type Guide. Updates to the Unified Development Ordinance will likely include changing existing
zoning districts, or even creating new zoning districts, to match what is being called for in the Place Types.
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COMPLETE NEIGHBORHOODS
During the Comprehensive Plan engagement process residents shared a desire for all areas of Durham to
meet the needs of nearby residents and workers. Durham residents expressed the need for access to their
everyday essentials as well as parks, shops, restaurants, trails, and community centers near where they
live. In Durham's Community Goals and Objectives, residents have clearly stated the kinds of places
residents want to have in Durham. Residents see a Durham where all neighborhoods provide people with
safe and convenient choices for goods and services, jobs, and housing options that are equitable,
accessible, and affordable.
Many neighborhoods in Durham today have more or less a single use. For example, residential
neighborhoods made of one type of housing, like single family housing, limits what residents with differing
income levels or housing needs can attain. Similarly, housing located far away from stores, schools, and
employment places means residents have to travel long distances, usually by car, to get the things they
need. These single use areas mean that the Durham residents have to travel farther and longer to access
all of their needs causing traffic congestion, poor air quality, and environmental impacts. It also means
that those who have limited or no access to driving may not have their needs met. An incomplete
community impacts equity, transportation, health, and the environment.
The land use recommendations found in this Place Type Guide and shown on the Place Type Map envision
all neighborhoods changing incrementally over time to meet residents’ needs and priorities. Here are
example characteristics that apply to all Place Types:









All neighborhoods should change incrementally to incorporate a variety housing options with a
mix of units, heights, and densities like accessory dwelling units, garage apartments, and tiny
homes that are affordable and attainable to those with the least access to housing
Residents should expect to see vacant lots in already developed areas to be filled in with new
housing that fits in with the scale of the neighborhood
All areas should seek to improve the transportation network and connectivity by prioritizing
residents who walk, bike, roll, or ride transit
Car-oriented places like suburban shopping areas with large parking lots should add buildings and
retrofit existing sites, buildings, and structures to be more walkable with pedestrian, bike, and
transit access to and from the site
Preserve the surrounding natural areas and trees and promote and encourage walkability in
neighborhoods by clustering homes together with good connectivity
All neighborhoods should have easily walkable access to schools, community centers, shopping
areas, restaurants, green space, integrated within and around neighborhoods, to access their daily
needs, connect with one another, and build relationships

In this Place Type Guide, there are places that exist today that are unlikely to see change in the near term
because of legal limitations, like Homeowners’ Association (HOA) covenants. There are also places that
exist today and may be undesirable or outdated with Durham’s priorities, like some suburban shopping
areas or highway commercial uses. We have mapped and created a Place Type for these areas but note
that newly created places like these are not desirable and envision ways in which these places may change
over time.
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Future Growth Area
Future Growth Areas are currently rural or undeveloped areas not served by City water, sewer, or transit
and where nearby areas have started showing signs of increased housing or commercial development.
These could become the next places to see development activity in the future. When it comes time for
Future Growth Areas to be developed, these places should be coordinate, planned, and connected to City
services such as water, sewer, EMS services, and transportation networks. The Future Growth Area is
represented as a boundary on the Place Type Map with Place Types underneath to give guidance on what
could eventually be desired in that area. Place Types designated in the Future Growth Area are defined
under their Place Type name in this guide.
For the Southeast Durham Focus Area, the Future Growth Area is located in the eastern portion of the
Southeast Durham Focus Area (north and east of Kemp Road, east of Virgil Road) so that significant
development is not approved until critical services and infrastructure have been funded. Any
development in this area is outside of the service area for Fire Station 17, and will require construction of
new coordinated system of sewer outfalls that have not yet been funded or committed to by private
developers. Staff will recommend against any annexations or utility extension agreements until funding
for a new fire station has been identified in the City of Durham Capital Improvement Plan.
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Transit Opportunity Area
Transit Opportunity Areas are moderately-sized places found throughout our community at the junction
of major transit stops. Transit Opportunity Areas and are important for connecting neighborhoods to
transit service and transit riders to where they need to go without using a car. Buildings have a mix of uses
located close together with easy access to the street, integrated with public green spaces, and designed
to serve residents’ daily needs. A high concentration of restaurants, pharmacies, community centers, or
stores are located on the ground floor with housing or offices on upper floors. The design of these areas
is focused on moving people rather than moving vehicles, with infrastructure to support and encourage
safe walking, biking, rolling, and riding transit. Development of new Transit Opportunity Areas should seek
to find spaces already served by transit, filling in vacant lots or parking lots, and protecting natural spaces
that preserve environmental resources.
Characteristics
Housing and Land Uses






Mix of uses within buildings and the surrounding area
Housing mix includes apartments, condominiums, townhouses, senior residences
Buildings set close to the street with short block lengths
Buildings may be tall and dense to support transit but not as intense as Downtown.
These areas should be designed as small, compact, and well served by transit to minimize impacts
on adjacent neighborhoods

Mobility






Existing or planned high quality transit
Sidewalk, bike connectivity, and safe crossing infrastructure within and outside the site
Direct routes for bicyclists and pedestrians to access transit stops
Good road connectivity with a mix of collector and local streets and multiple access points
Street parking and drop off zones

Green Space


Large sites should preserve environmentally sensitive areas on edges
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Small pocket parks and refuge areas while waiting for the bus
Trees dispersed through the area providing shade

Service Provision


Development of new Transit Opportunity Areas should be supported by existing City
infrastructure like water, sewer, transit service, and roads or phased to coincide with capital
improvements
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Mixed Residential Neighborhood
Mixed Residential Neighborhoods are new places typically built on previously undeveloped or forested
land. These neighborhoods are designed to add a diversity of housing types at different price points and
densities to serve residents with a diversity of needs, ages, incomes, and lifestyles. While the primary use
is residential, residents are served by supporting commercial, civic, and institutional places in the
immediate area, like schools, community centers, libraries, or small-scale grocery stores. Residents living
in Mixed Residential Neighborhoods can easily and safely walk, bike, and roll within and around different
neighborhoods to get to supporting commercial places or transit stops. Publicly accessible green spaces
and trees are found throughout providing access to nature and walking and biking trails.
When sensitive environmental features are present, buildings are clustered close together on the least
sensitive portions of the site to protect and preserve streams, wetlands, floodplains, natural heritage
areas, open space corridors, and trees.
Characteristics
Housing and Land Uses





Primarily residential with a mix of uses within the surrounding area
Housing mix includes apartments, condominiums, townhouses, senior residences, single-unit
homes, duplexes, accessory dwelling units, or tiny homes
Buildings set close to the street with porches, stoops, and short block lengths
Small scale commercial and institutional are included to serve surrounding neighborhoods

Mobility





Sidewalk and bike connectivity within and outside of the neighborhood
Direct routes for bicyclists and pedestrians to access transit stops located on major roadways
Good road connectivity with a mix of collector and local streets and multiple access points
Off road connectors between neighborhoods for bike and pedestrian connections

Green Space


If on a site with sensitive environmental resources preserve these spaces as open space and
cluster development on the least sensitive portions of the site
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If on a site with little to no environmentally sensitive features, provide publicly accessible green
spaces with good access to surrounding neighborhoods, tree preservation, and minimal grading

Service Provision


Development of new Mixed Residential Neighborhoods should be supported by existing City
infrastructure like water, sewer, transit service, and roads or phased to coincide with capital
improvements.

9
DRAFT

Attachment 4

15-Minute Neighborhood
15-Minute Neighborhoods are large sites built on previously undeveloped or forested land or large vacant
sites within already developed areas. These neighborhoods include centrally located civic, institutional, or
commercial uses like shops, pharmacies, restaurants, offices, schools, or libraries that can be easily
accessed by residents living in the surrounding homes. The placement of commercial and recreation space
should be accessed within a 15-minute walk from nearby residences with transportation infrastructure to
support and encourage safe walking, biking, rolling, and riding transit. There are a mix of housing types
found in 15-Minute Neighborhoods at a high density, variety of heights, and price ranges to serve a
diversity of needs. Green space and recreation is integrated throughout the residential and commercial
parts of the neighborhoods in the form of playgrounds, parks, trees, or forested areas.
Characteristics
Housing and Land Uses





Dense walkable neighborhoods with centrally located neighborhood business area
Buildings set close to the street with porches, stoops, and short block lengths
Mix of residential, commercial, institutional, and civic spaces
Housing mix includes apartments, condominiums, townhouses, senior residences, single-family
homes, duplexes, accessory dwelling units, or tiny homes

Mobility





Sidewalk and bike connectivity within and outside of the neighborhoods
Direct routes for bicyclists and pedestrians to access transit stops located on major roadways
Good road connectivity with a mix of collector and local streets and multiple access points. Ideally
a grid pattern for maximum connectivity and access.
Street parking and drop off zones

Green Space



If on a site with sensitive environmental resources preserve these spaces as open space and
cluster development on the least sensitive portions of the site
If on a site with little to no environmentally sensitive features, provide publicly accessible green
spaces with good access to surrounding neighborhoods, preserve trees, minimal grading
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Service Provision


Development of new 15-Minute Neighborhoods should be already supported by existing City
infrastructure like water, sewer, transit service, and roads or phased to coincide with capital
improvements
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Planned Neighborhood
Planned Neighborhoods are existing or entitled areas made up of homes created as larger, planned
subdivisions. Homes in Planned Neighborhoods can range from single family to townhouses or garden
apartments and also include mobile home communities. Homes are typically similar in appearance, size,
and design, and parking is accommodated in either garages, driveways, or parking lots. Roads and
driveways in Planned Neighborhoods are internal to the development, often with limited access points to
busier roadways. Planned Neighborhoods have dedicated areas for green space and recreation that solely
serve the residents within that neighborhood and are usually managed by a Homeowner’s Association
(HOA).
While Planned Neighborhoods are not a desired future place type by the Durham community, they are
likely to remain for at least the next 30 years. Planned Neighborhoods should change incrementally to
incorporate various housing options like Accessory Dwelling Units, garage apartments, and tiny homes,
and seek to improve transportation network connectivity connecting residents to nearby neighborhoods,
transit stops, and new commercial centers.
Characteristics
Housing and Land Uses



Existing housing mix includes mostly single family, townhome, or multifamily communities
Over time, a mix of residential should be added and accessory dwelling units, tiny homes, or other
housing options can be found in these neighborhoods

Mobility




Safe sidewalks, pedestrian crossings, and bus stops
Pedestrian and bike access to nearby parks and greenways
Connected greenways, bicycle facilities, or off-road paths that connect neighborhoods

Green Space



Green spaces are found throughout Planned Neighborhoods as community spaces on HOA land
or public parks
Trees are found throughout the neighborhoods on properties and along sidewalks and greenways
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Natural areas near environmentally sensitive areas should be preserved

Service Provision


Planned neighborhoods should be already supported by existing City infrastructure like water,
sewer, transit service, and roads or phased to coincide with capital improvements.
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Established Residential Areas
Established Residential Areas are primarily neighborhoods or residential areas, providing a variety of
housing types, including single-family houses, duplexes, and multiplexes. Established Residential Areas
have been traditionally built without Home Owners Associations, stormwater infrastructure like retention
ponds, or private open space. Other uses include neighborhood-scale community institutions, such as day
cares or churches, but commercial activities are limited. Established Residential Areas also include smaller
infill sites which are often difficult to develop, require flexibility in design, and change incrementally. These
neighborhoods typically have connected, gridded or semi-gridded streets with slow traffic speeds serving
residents who want to walk, bike, or ride transit. While there are typically no green space requirements
for Established Residential Areas, trees, natural areas, and parks should be preserved for the benefit of
community members. As Established Residential Areas develop they should change incrementally
through the addition of accessory dwelling units and update or provide new public or private stormwater
infrastructure where needed.
Characteristics
Housing and Land Uses




Existing housing mix includes mostly single family homes and duplexes
Over time a mix of residential should be added and accessory dwelling units, tiny homes or other
housing options can be found in these neighborhoods
Buildings set close to the street with porches, stoops, and short block lengths

Mobility





Safe pedestrian and bicycle access to nearby public parks, bus stops, and Neighborhood Service
Areas
Sidewalks and safe crossings connect residents between neighborhoods and other destinations
Street parking or driveways
Traffic calming and slow streets are appropriate here

Green Space



Trees are found along roadways providing shade and green space in the neighborhood
Typically, city and county parks are found nearby
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Service Provisions


Established Residential Areas should be already supported by existing City infrastructure like
water, sewer, transit service, and roads or phased to coincide with capital improvements.
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Apartment and Townhouse Neighborhood
Apartment and Townhouse Neighborhoods are primarily residential areas that include existing
multifamily communities or future infill sites suitable for multiple buildings. These buildings are typically
low- and mid-rise apartment buildings or townhouses. Apartment and Townhouse neighborhoods serve
all residents, including renters or residents with low-incomes, and should be found throughout Durham’s
neighborhoods. Residents access Apartment or Townhouse Neighborhoods by bus routes along major
roads, sidewalks, and bike paths. Parks, community gardens, and trails are woven throughout the
neighborhood and connect with other green spaces in adjacent areas.
Characteristics
Housing & Land Uses



Housing mix includes low and mid-rise apartment and townhouse buildings
Buildings are set close to the street with porches, stoops, and short block lengths

Mobility



Safe pedestrian and bicycle access to and from these sites to surrounding neighborhoods,
commercial areas, and transit stops
Street parking, driveways, or structured parking designed to prioritize pedestrian access

Green Space




Trees are found throughout the neighborhood
Residents should have access to community green spaces and nearby public parks
Sites should preserve existing natural areas

Service Provisions


Apartment and Townhouse Neighborhood should be already supported by existing City
infrastructure like water, sewer, transit service, and roads or phased to coincide with capital
improvements
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Community Institution
Community Institutions generally include a single building on a moderately sized property that provides
cultural, civic, recreational, communal, or educational opportunities for nearby residents. Uses include
libraries, places of worship, museums, schools, and community centers. Community Institutions also
include important services for community safety, like fire and EMS stations. A small number of supportive
residential units may be appropriate on these sites, but in general should be non-residential. Buildings on
these sites are generally one story, and, while they may vary in scale and height, should be designed to fit
in with the size of nearby buildings. While older versions of these sites often include many parking spaces
on surface lots, the design of these areas in the future should make it easy for nearby residents to walk,
bike, roll, or ride transit to reach these places and to move within them. Green space should be preserved
throughout the site, and there may be opportunities to convert large parking spaces to green space.
Characteristics
Land Use


This Place type includes uses that support surrounding neighborhoods like libraries, museums,
community centers, schools, places of worship, fire and EMS stations, and government buildings

Mobility



Strong walking, biking and transit connections are important both getting to the site and moving
within the site and surrounding neighborhoods
Placement of buildings should allow easy access to those not driving

Green Space


Preserve as many existing trees as possible, incorporate green spaces into the site, provide
learning opportunities for sustainable land practices, and use natural means of stormwater
mitigation. If not including these practices, this use should be as compact as possible

Service Provision


Community Institutions should be already supported by existing City infrastructure like water,
sewer, transit service, and roads or phased to coincide with capital improvements
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Recreation and Open Space
Recreation and Open Spaces are areas that will remain completely free from development, with the
exception of minimal buildings or structures to support recreational and cultural activities where desired.
Open Spaces should be permanently protected with public ownership and easements and include areas
like floodways, wetlands, and land around water sources.
Where desired, supportive infrastructure like trails, restrooms, resting places, and places for learning may
be included to provide residents with access to recreational, cultural, and educational opportunities
through parks, trails, preserves, and cemeteries. These facilities should be accessible to residents who
want to walk, bike, or take a bus, and should discourage extensive car access. Open Space may be under
private ownership, such as land set aside by homeowners’ associations as part of a residential
development. Access to green spaces is not currently available to all residents and care should be taken
to intentionally add open spaces to areas that do not currently have as much.
Characteristics
Land Use



Primary land uses include the protected open space or recreation area
Secondary land uses include small buildings with recreation and open space support functions
such as restrooms, learning spaces, and rest areas

Mobility



Should be accessible by transit, walking, and biking
Transit service, sidewalks, bicycle facilities and road connections provide access to these areas

Green Space



As much as possible, non-green space uses should be discouraged or prohibited in Recreation and
Open Spaces.
Natural features should be preserved or restored

Service Provision
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Services like utility lines, parking areas, or roadways that support accessory uses within Recreation
and Open Space should be discouraged unless absolutely necessary
For recreation areas and parks, services like utility lines and parking areas should avoid disturbing
the most sensitive areas of the site
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Neighborhood Services Area
Neighborhood Service Areas provide ways for residents in nearby neighborhoods to access daily needs
and services like daycares, pharmacies, community spaces, offices, and small-scale stores. These areas are
located along main streets, with buildings close to the street. Existing areas sometimes include homes
that have been converted into businesses and often have little or no off-street parking options.
Neighborhood Service Areas are designed to let residents in nearby neighborhoods access daily needs by
walking, biking, riding transit, or rolling from their house to these resources. Where possible, pocket parks,
street trees between the road and the front of buildings, and trees in parking areas should be included in
these areas.
Characteristics
Land Use



Land uses for this Place Type include small-scale stores, pharmacies, community spaces, offices,
or restaurants
Buildings are one or two stories and placed close to the street with short block lengths

Mobility



Strong walking, biking, transit, rolling connections, sidewalks in front of buildings along street.
There is little or no off-street parking
Street parking, driveways, or structured parking designed to prioritize pedestrian access

Green Space


Green space within the neighborhood Services Area Place Type includes pocket parks, street
trees, and trees within parking areas where possible

Service Provision


Neighborhood Service Areas should be already supported by existing City infrastructure like
water, sewer, transit service, and roads or phased to coincide with capital improvements
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Suburban Commercial Area
Suburban Commercial Areas are existing shopping areas along larger, busy roads, often separated from,
but adjacent to, residential neighborhoods. Large parking lots located between the street and commercial
buildings and car-oriented design of these Place Types exclusively serve residents who drive.
Suburban Commercial Areas typically have one-story buildings and include stores, restaurants, and banks.
These areas should include the addition of uses like pharmacies, community centers, offices, and other
stores that serve residents' daily needs. These areas should transition to walkable areas with safe
pedestrian paths within the shopping area and strong walkable connections to neighborhoods adjacent
to the area and to nearby transit stops. These areas should include access to green space, potentially
transforming parking areas to pocket parks and planting trees throughout.
Characteristics
Land Use


Uses include restaurants, pharmacies, community centers, banks, offices, or stores. These areas
often have a typical suburban strip-mall design now, but should transition to areas with more
walkable building placement and design, with infill development of more buildings and structured
parking when feasible

Mobility


Currently, these areas are often designed around cars, but should transition to focus on high
quality pedestrian, bicyclist, and transit rider access throughout area

Green Space


Suburban Commercial Areas should plant additional trees and vegetation and preserve existing
trees and other environmental features where possible

Service Provision


Suburban Commercial Areas should be already supported by existing City infrastructure like
water, sewer, transit service, and roads or phased to coincide with capital improvements
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Highway Commercial Area
Highway Commercial Areas are existing commercial sites along or adjacent to highways or freeways. These
areas are car-oriented with large parking lots surrounding the buildings. Buildings in Highway Commercial
Areas are usually one-story and include gas stations, convenience stores, car dealerships, car washes,
moving truck rentals, and storage places. While Highway Commercial Areas are present in the community
today, this is not a desired future Place Type. These Place Types are located in places with limited access
from interstates and highways that make other types of development difficult and primarily serves
travelers or commuters. These areas often have limited connections to adjacent uses and to transit, but
walking, biking, and transit connections to surrounding areas should be included to serve workers. These
sites should preserve any remaining trees and environmental resources and plant new trees on site.
Characteristics
Land Use


Highway Commercial Areas are existing places in Durham that include car-oriented uses, gas
stations, convenience stores, car dealerships, car washes, truck rental businesses, storage places

Mobility



Highway Commercial Areas are located on or adjacent to major roadways with limited
connections to adjacent areas.
These areas should provide walking, biking, and transit connectivity to surrounding places and
connect with existing transportation infrastructure

Green Space


Highway Commercial Areas should plant additional trees and vegetation and preserve existing
trees and other environmental features

Service Provision


Highway Commercial Areas should be already supported by existing City infrastructure like water,
sewer, transit service, and roads or phased to coincide with capital improvements
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General Industrial Area
General Industrial Areas include heavy industrial uses like manufacturing and warehousing, and are
usually located along major roadways or railroad corridors. General Industrial Areas exist in Durham today
and are needed by the community. These uses were predominately placed in communities of color in the
past. Any new areas of this kind should seek to be equitably placed in the future. These areas may have
negative impacts on people living nearby, including unpleasant smell and noise, and should be designed
to minimize those impacts as much as possible. These areas usually require access for larger trucks or
railroads to bring goods in and out of the sites. General Industrial Areas should include sidewalk
connections along street frontages and, if access for workers is needed on site, should provide safe
sidewalk connections from transit stops on adjacent larger roadways and into the site. These Place Types
should preserve any remaining environmental resources, preserve trees, and plant new trees on site.
Characteristics
Land Use



Heavy industrial uses, manufacturing, warehousing such as concrete and asphalt plants are
common land uses for this Place Type
These uses are typically necessary for the Durham community but often have unpleasant
consequences like pollution

Mobility




These places may require clearance for larger truck traffic or for rail access to go in and out of the
sites
They should provide sidewalk connections along the front of the sites and create pedestrian
connectivity to other nearby areas where possible
If access for workers is needed on site, provide transit access on adjacent larger roadways and
sidewalk connections and safe crossings into the site

Green Space


General Industrial Areas should plant additional trees and vegetation and preserve existing trees
and other environmental features
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Service Provision


General Industrial Areas is supported by railroad infrastructure and major water utilities due to
high demand for water resources. General Industrial Areas should be already supported by
existing City infrastructure like water, sewer, transit service, and roads or phased to coincide with
capital improvements.
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Utilities and Public Works Facilities
Utilities and Public Works Facilities are places that provide essential infrastructure support for the types
of places residents want to see. These areas include water and sewer facilities, electrical sub-stations,
government maintenance facilities, landfills, or recycling centers. These areas may have negative impacts
on people living nearby, including unpleasant smell and noise, and should be designed to minimize those
impacts as much as possible. Utilities and Public Works Facilities usually require clearance for larger truck
traffic to go in and out of the sites. Sites should include sidewalks along street frontages and, if access for
workers is needed on site, should provide safe sidewalks and crossings from transit stops on adjacent
major roadways and into the site. These sites should be built out as compactly as possible, preserving as
many environmental resources and existing trees as possible.
Characteristics
Land Use




Land Uses include infrastructure and maintenance buildings for a variety of government and
public utility needs, like water and sewer facilities, electrical sub-stations, government
maintenance facilities, landfills, or recycling centers
Buildings should be compactly sited with easy and convenient ways for workers to access the site

Mobility



Transit access should be located along major roads near these sites
Safe bus stops, sidewalks, and bicycle and pedestrian crossings should be located in areas where
workers need to access the site

Green Space



Utilities and Public Works Facilities should only take up necessary site area and should be careful
to avoid environmentally sensitive land
Some facilities may provide opportunities for preserving trees and forested areas as part of the
site

Service Provision
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Utilities and Public Works Facilities generally need utilities to support administrative buildings or
maintenance facilities. These areas should be already supported by existing City infrastructure
like water, sewer, transit service, and roads or phased to coincide with capital improvements.
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